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EXHIBIT OF UM FACULTY MEMBER'S ARTWORK
SCHEDULED FOR MARCH 19-APRIL 12
By Carol Susan Woodruff
UM News and Publications
Recent paintings and mixed-media works on paper by University of Montana
Assistant Professor of art Marilyn Bruya will be featured in an exhibit March
19-April 12 in UM's Gallery of Visual Arts.
Among the works displayed will be a 12-part acrylic-on-canvas painting;
a three-part painting in the same medium; and a series of paintings rendered
with a variety of papers and pigments, some of them also incorporating canvas.
Bruya, who has been on the UM faculty 3 1/2 years, says she had a
traditional art education that stressed the study of still life, figure and
landscape drawing, and painting.

But in 25 years of painting, tradition has

given way to experimentation in her approach to art, and her upcoming
one-person show is evidence of her eagerness to explore new ways of expressing
ideas.
As Bruya is quick to point out, most of her paintings are not traditional
rectangles hung on a wall.

She says that in producing her multi-part

paintings, large canvases suspended between the ceiling and floor, her object
is to create works "you cannot see all at once, that you can move through,
that will change with the light, that will be of sufficient scale to have some
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impact, that will have a sense of peace and order, of structure and light."
The multi-part painting of which she is most proud, and of which she will
exhibit photographs during her show, consists of five 26-foot-high "banners"
installed in January by First Bank Western Montana-Missoula in its
two-story-high atrium.

Like the multi-part paintings that will be part of her

show at UM, this piece is a study in subtle gradations of color and has an
image on both sides of each strip of canvas.
Bruya's works on paper are equally unusual.

She describes the pieces,

which are simplified geometric forms fit together like a jigsaw puzzle, as
"spatial illusions —

experiments with layered spaces and other kinds of

spaces I can't create with canvas."
She began working on paper in 1965 as an adjunct to her other painting.
The pieces she created were strictly experimental —

"throw-aways" —

and the

adhesives she then used to affix the paper shapes to a backing caused the works
to deteriorate over several years.
In time, Bruya found that the works on paper enabled her to advance her
ideas much more quickly than did painting on canvas.

In the late '70s, she

began seeking ways to assemble permanent works on paper.

What emerged was a

unique way of painting that includes inlaying and dry-mounting a single layer
of paper —

and, more recently, paper mingled with canvas.

Bruya's growing fascination with this new art form did not keep her from
continuing to paint on canvas, however.

"If you try to channel all your ideas

through one medium, you really limit your ideas," she says.
Instead, she has continued to alternate between the mediums, batting
ideas back and forth between the two.
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Over the years, Bruya has participated in many national, selected one
person, and selected group shows.

Among them are the Rutgers National 81/Works

on Paper show; a one-person show at the Butler Institute of American Art; and
the Associated Artists of Pittsburgh annual exhibitions at the Carnegie
Museum, where she twice received jury awards.
The opening of her UM show will be 7:30-9 p.m. March 19 in the Gallery
of Visual Arts in the university's Social Sciences Building.
are 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday.
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